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cnasers 


JULIE and Kevin Stitt, 
of Dalton, near Bar- 
row-in-Furness, are just 
two of the many child- 
ren who have been 
raising money for 
spastics. In just one 
week they collected 
3 cwt of waste paper 
and the money from its 
sale was given to the 
Barrow and _ District 
Spastic and Handi- 
capped Children’s 
Society. 


(Picture by courtesy of North Western 
Evening Mail) 


in gales for 
staff member 


THE Spastics Society’s 
mew Assistant Director of 
Finance, Alan King, had a 


marrow escape in the ‘edge- 
of-the-hurricane’ gales that 
devastated the South-east 
last month. 

On a shopping expedition in- 
Dartford he left his car in the 
joeal car park and returned to 
find that it was under a giant 
tree. Felled by the winds, the 
tree had broken the upper win- 
dows of surrounding build- 
ings in its fall. 

‘The boot resembled a sar- 
dine tin—it was completely 
flattened, Firemen were climb- 
ing all over it trying to dis- 
cover if anyone was trapped 
inside. My son Jonathan, 14, 
had been back to the car at 
least five times to put shopping 
in the boot, and if we hadw't 
been delayed we could all too 
easily have been in it when the 
tree fell. 

‘It doesn’t. bear thinking 
about—we were all very lucky,’ 
said Mr King, 


' 


... and bless 
all who 


ride in her 


THE St Austell and District 
Committee of the Cornish 
Spastics Society launched an 
appeal for a mini-bus in 
February, 1974. In six months 
£1,889 had been raised, and a 
service of dedication for the 
new vehicle has now been held. 


The group is also collecting 
old newspapers to be sold for 
re-cycling, and this scheme is 
now bringing in over £150 per 
month, 


Minister’s pledge on 


housing for disabled 


MR REGINALD FREE- 
SON, Minister for 
Housing and Construc- 
tion, promised that 
‘autumnal events per- 
mitting’ there would 
be a major Govern- 
mental review of 
housing for the handi- 


capped. He was speak- 
ing at The Spastics 
Society’s South East 
Regional Conference 
held at the Society’s 
Thomas Delarue 
School, Tonbridge. 
Criticism 

He opened his talk with 
a criticism of local authori- 
ties. They had, he said, 
made only 1,600 proposals 
for special new housing 
units since the Chronically 
Sick and Disabled Persons 
Act became law four years 
ago. ‘This is just not good 
enough,’ he told the 100 
delegates. 

For this reason he had 
asked local authorities to 
do much more and said the 
new Housing Act would 
help them to do so. But 
he stressed that despite the 
help they received in the 
way of general information 
from Central Goyernment 
they must do their own 
homework in their own 
areas to assess their par- 
ticular needs. 

Some of these were for 


It’s not just the 


ae winners who benefit | 
Narrow escape’ from Spastics Pool 


ANOTHER big win for a 
Spastics Pool supporter, as 
Supervisor LN82, Mr A. J. 
Holmes, hands over a first 
dividend cheque _ for 
£3,777.54 to Mrs J. Howes, 
of Palamon Court, Coopers 
Road, London SEt. 

Not only do Spastics 


Pool members have the 
chance of winning prizes, 
but they have the satisfac- 
tion of knowing they are 
helping spastics. Are you 
a member? 

More about the Spastics 
Pool on Page 3, 
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adapting existing dwellings, 
building what he termed 
‘wheelchair housing’ and 
building ‘mobility housing.’ 

He added: ‘But when we get 
the background of information 
that is essential to know what 
the problems are, we equally 
need to organise better to 
deploy aH our — available 
resources in the best way. This 
means good and effective links 
between the public authorities 
responsible, especially between 
the housing departments and 
social services departments of 
local authorities. There must 
be good links also between 
these authorities and other 
people involyed, particularly 


housing associations and 
voluntary bodies like your 
own. 

Mr Freeson praised the work 
of the Society - sponsored 
Habinteg Association in pro- 
viding housing for the dis- 
abled. 

However, he pointed out, not 
all handicapped people needed 
such highly developed housing, 
Only about 4 per cent of the 
disabled have wheelchairs and 
only half of these are con- 
fined to a wheelchair the whole 
time. This is where ‘mobility 
housing’ came in, Small adap- 
tations to existing housing 
such as ramps and wider doors 
would give local authorities 
more flexibility in allocating 


housing stock and would mean 
the disabled could haye homes 
of their own more quickly. 

In his pledge to review the 
policy and practice of hous- 
ing the handicapped, he said it 
might be possible for the 
Department of the Environ- 
ment to make arrangements 
requiring local authorities to 
consider possible provision of 
handicapped people at the 
formative stage of any major 
housing programme. 

The Society’s North-West 
Regional Conference was held 
in Manchester on Saturday, 
September 28. 

The East Regional confer- 
ence is to be held at Steven- 
age on October 12, 


= ———— 


THERE were plenty of cuddles all round when men of the RAF at Stafford went along 
to St Austin’s Church Hall to present a cheque for £80 from a sponsored walk to the 
Mid-Staffordshire Spastics Association. 


A gift from 
the stars for 


Hawksworth 
A BEAUTY firm’s private jet 


will fly Cary Grant, David 
Niven and Roger Moore, 
Chairman. of the Stars 


Organisation for Spastics, to 
Leeds and Bradford Airport 
on Saturday, October 5, to 


present a Variety Club mini- - 


bus to The Spastics Society’s 
Hawksworth Hall school, 
The three stars and 
Society’s Patron, HRH_ the 
Duchess of Kent, will be 
among a_ star-studded guest 
list attending the Leeds branch 
of the Variety Club’s Gala 
Charity Ball in Leeds on 
Saturday night. The Ball, in 
_aid of children’s charities, is 
expected to raise £10,000. 


the 


New group’s plan 
A NEW group, the East Staf- 
fordshire Spastics Committee, 
has been formed and already 
it has a formidable aim— 
£25,000 to set up a workshop 
for the physically handicapped 
young people-in the East 
Statlordshire District. 


Picture by courtesy of the Staffordshire Weekly Sentinel 


French exam success 
for spastic student 


DESPITE being heavily 
handicapped and suffering 
a fairly severe speech 
impediment, Declan 
O'Keefe, aged 20, a form- 
mer pupil at the Society’s 
Thomas Delarue School, 
has gained a grade A pass 
in A level French. 

It is the first time a 
student at the school has 
gained such a high stan- 
dard in French. 

. Declan, who is confined 
to a wheelchair, left the 
school with eight O levels, 
a grade B in English A 
level, and a distinction in 
the higher ‘S’ paper, but he 
failed history. He had 
already done half the A 
level French course and so 
he continued his studies at 


home in Ferrard Street, 
Dublin. In May he returned 
to school to cram for his 
finals and then returned 
again to sit the examina- 
tion which included an oral 


test. 
His mother, Mrs Olive 
O'Keefe, said: ‘Getting to 


Thomas Delarue was wonder- 
ful for him and the work that 
the speech therapists did was 
tremendous. Now he is look- 
ing forward to starting this 


term at University College, 
Dublin, where he will read 
English. 

‘He hasn’t made up his 


mind yet what to do—he may 
go on to read for a Law 
degree after the Arts degree, or 
he may decide on translation 
work.’ 
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Those pounding fists... The handicap’ Holidays in 
of that £2 


earnings rule 


DAVID AKERS is 28 and able to do book-keeping and 
accountancy, but only part-time. A spastic, confined to 
a wheelchair, he suffers what he calls: ‘Another kind of 


Picture by courtesy of Echo and Post Ltd, Hemel Hempstead 


...atid Eric’s knockout idea 


THE fists that flew in the 
boxing ring settled down to 
the more peaceful pursuit 
of clutching a pint of best 
bitter when five ex-cham- 
pions met. 

They have all retired 
from the ring but accepted 


Frank Caswell’s invitation 
to drop round to Hatfield 


Conservative Club where 
he is steward, the night 
that Eric Boon organised 
his film show in aid of 
spastics, recalling great 
fights from the past. 

‘It was a great night,’ 
said Mr Caswell. ‘Alto- 


gether we raised £40 for 
The Spastics Society. 
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‘Mr 


‘Although there was no 
Purse to contend for, the 
five boxers were only too 
pleased to turn up, much 
to the delight of 150 box- 
ing enthusiasts. ‘I invited 
them to come to Hatfield,’ 
Mr Caswell explained, 
“because they are all old 
friends of mine from the 
days when I used to train 
boxers myself.’ 

Left to right our pic- 
ture shows Watford’s 
Laurie Buxton, former 
Southern lightweight cham- 
pion; Jackie Rankin, un- 
defeated Southern area 
featherweight champ; 
Allan Buxton, amateur 
lightweight champ; Eric 
Boon, British lightweight 
champ; and Larry Gains, 
British Empire heavy- 
weight champ. 


in 


Well ene: 
Gerry 


SPASTICS News recently 
reported how Mr Gerry 
McCann, a Belfast spastic 
who never went to school, 
had gained a BA degree 
from the Open University. 
The picture above shows 
McCann, who works 
for the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture, receiving the con- 
gratulations of Sir Lionel 
Russel at the annual Civil 
Service educational prize- 
giving. 
Picture by courtesy 
of Sesame 


| that while other levels 


handicap’—the 


Department 


of Health and Social 


Security’s earnings rule which says that people on 
supplementary benefit may only earn £2 a week. 


David lives with his 
parents at Bromley Road, 
Horfield, Bristol, has an 
invalid tricycle in which he 
travels extensively, and 
works at Top Ten Promo- 


tions Ltd, in Bristol. 
He was educated by a home 


tutor in Lancashire before 
going to an Open Air School 
when the family moved to 
Bristol, and then took two 
GCE’s during two years spent 
in an orthopaedic hospital. He 
has been writing since he was 
seven, and hopes to specialise 
in writing for the mentally 
handicapped ‘teenager for 
whom he says there is little 
suitable reading matter avail- 
able. 


His chief frustration at the 
moment is the earnings rule 
which _ effectively iimits his 
ambition to be financially inde- 
pendent. 

He pointed out: ‘Someone on 
supplementary benefit can carn 
only £2 per week. He may 
earn, for example, £5 or £10 
by his own efforts — and 
tremendous efforts they can be, 
too—but the whole amount of 
any earnings over £2 is 
reduced by this rule, leaving 
always a net profit of £2. 

“Much is being said. and 
written about the long-awaited, 
urgently-needed reconstruction 
of this part of the Social Ser- 
vices. [t is worth remembering 
have 
been raised—retirement pen- 
sioners can now earn over £9 
before being penalised and 
then the penalty is scaled 
down—supplementary pension- 


Telephone 


orothy 


MAKERS OF QUALITY 
CLOTHES 


601 LONDON ROAD, HADLEIGH, BENFLEET, ESSEX 


ers are still shackled to a limit 
imposed, to my knowledge, at 
least seven years ago. Where 
benefits are allocated, limits 


must follow, but in these infla- 
tionary-conscious_ days, 
wouldn’t £5 be a more realistic 
ceiling?’ 

He added: ‘The £2 earnings 
rule creates frustration and 
humiliation which must be felt 
by thousands. I became aware 
just how frustrating when | 
started a part-time job recently 
for which I’m paid £4.55 but 
only benefit by £2.’ 

He wonders how other dis- 
abled people cope with what 
he calls ‘This delicate problem 
of achieving reasonable finan- 
cia) gain for precious energy 
expended—without losing too 
much - self-respect,’ 


Studios and Theatres. 
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the Alps 
for Scouts 


largest contingent of 
ee Scottish Scouts 
ever to undertake a camp 
abroad, including a group from 
Corseford Residentia). School 


‘for Spastics, Johnstone, Ren- 


frewshire, enjoyed a holiday 
in Switzerland. 

The 50 Scouts, secoraaenied 
by a similar number of helpers 


spent 10 days under canvas at 
Thun before spending a final 
few days in Zurich. At Thun 
normal camping activities were 
carried out—even by those 
confined to wheelchairs. High- 
light of the holiday was an 
expedition up the Kander 
valley to Kanderstag, where 
the party stayed overnight in 
Scout huts and from where 
they were taken up local moun- 
tains in chair lifts and cable 
cars—an exciting mew ex- 
perience for most of the boys. 

Much of the cost of the trip 
was raised by the Scouts them- 
selves. The most. successful 
fund-raising events were a 
charity climb of The Cobbler 
(2,891ft) in Argyllshire, and a 
raffle which raised £2,000 and 
£1,000 respectively. 
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MRS IRENE ANDERSON, of Arden Road, Beverley, 
left, receiving a cheque for £1,582 trom Beverley jockey 
Brian Connorton. The presentation took place at Arm- 
strongs Clubroom, Grovehill Road, Beverley, and also 
present was, centre, Mrs P. Orbidans, the local collector. 
Mrs Anderson qualified for her win on the first dividend 
ot the Spastics Pool. 


wren 


AFTER returning from a six-day coach tour of the Lake District and the Trossachs a 


Kindness all round made 
their holiday a success 


A LETTER to the promo- 
ters of the Spastics Pool 
early in 1974 resulted in a 
week’s holiday in London 
for 18 members of the 
Goole and District Spastics 
Society. Arrangements 
for the party, of nine handi- 
capped people in wheel- 
chairs and nine escorts, 
were made by Norman Fry 
of Top Ten Promotions 
and his wife Dorothy. 

The first problem of 
accommodation was oyer- 
come when The Spastics 
Society invited the party to 
stay at the Society’s Family 
Services and Assessment 


group of supporters of the Spastics Pool called in at Westmorland House to meet head 
office staff. Our picture shows the group at the front entrance. 
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Coffee at 
Cwmbran 


A COFFEE evening and dis- | 


play of spastic-made jewellery 
was held last month at the 
Cwmbran Work Centre. After 
a talk by Mr Arthur Dobson, 
the Society’s Homework Man- 


| ager, £40 worth of goods made 


by homebound spastics was 
sold, and orders amounting to 
£71 were booked. 

Monmouthshire Spastics 
Society made a profit of £28 on 
the evening plus £20 commis- 
sion on orders taken. 


PRAM PUSHERS... 


THE annual sponsored pram- 
push held at Steeton, York- 
shire, this year brought in £125 
for Bradford District Spastics 
Society. 


. AND COLLECTORS 


THE Hemel Hempstead and 
District Group of The Spas- 
tics Society raised £981 in a 
collection in 
Hempstead, and a 


| further £450 at Berkhamsted, 


THE HOME WRECKERS 
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Peter Piper (Preservation) Ltd 
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save your home. Remember—delay can lower the price of your house 


Free Inspection/Estimate ° 


Extended Credit Facilities 


28 LONDON ROAD - SOUTHAMPTON - S01 2AG 
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Centre at Fitzroy Square, 
London. The East Lon- 
don Spastics and Handi- 
capped Club and the Spas- 
tics Society provided two 


Splashes 
from the 


Spastics 
Pool 
ambulances to solve tran- 


sport problems. The next 
need was for drivers. _Bob 


Morris, a Spastics Pool col- 
lector, gave up a week’s 
holiday and five London 
policemen gave up their 
weekly leave days to 
chauffeur the visitors, Run- 
ning costs were covered by 
the Good Neighbours 
Trust. 

The party enjoyed a week 
that was to include visits to 
the Tower of London, the 
Houses of Parliament, 
Westminster Abbey, and 
the Zoo. They also went 
to the London Palladium 
to see Debbie Reynolds, 
saw the changing of the 
guard at Buckingham 
Palace; and had a_ boat 
trip up the River Thames, 
and a shopping expedition. 
A party to enable the visi- 
tors to meet members of 


: ee 


the East London Spastics 


Group was held at the 
Canning Town  Spastics 
Centre. Once again, the 


policemen stepped in, this 
time to provide the enter- 
tainment. 4 

‘It was certainly a won- 
derful week and everyone 
showed great kindness,’ 
commented Dorothy Fry. 
‘For example, during the 
performance at the Palla- 
dium a magician called one 
of the members on stage to 
assist him with his act. At 
Buckingham Palace the 
whole party were given 
permission to sit inside the 
railings, and a Guards 
Officer explained the cere- 
mony of the changing of 
the guard. It was all great 
fun.’ 


A TWO-DAY conference for regional managers of Top Ten Promotions was held at 


Westmorland House, Bristol, in September. 
managers talking with, second left, Director Geoffrey Arter. 


Our picture shows three of the 10 regionad 


From left to right, Bob 


Langley, manager for the Plymouth area, Dayid Holman, manager for the Midlands, and 
Derrick Hoskins, manager for Cardiff. 


Keep up the good work- 
that's what Woolworth are doing. 
Setting yourself high standards, 


and sticking to them, that’s what shapes 
a good reputation-whatever field 


you're in. 


You're there. You're dependable. 
People can count on you. We know that's 
how you got your reputation. Because 
that’s how we got ours. 

Woolworth has a name for high quality 
and good value. People count on us, too, 
We're proud of that. 

So keep up your good work. And 
we'll do the same. 
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Gift from 
striking 
fockers 


MAINTENANCE workers at 
Liverpool docks worked 
through a recent dock strike 
to shift perishable foodstuffs 
and essential medical supplies. 
‘Together they received a total 
of £112 for the work, which 
has now been presented to 
charity. 

Dave Cray, at 17 the young- 
est maintenance man on the 
site, handed over the money to 
Liverpool footballer Ian 
Callaghan, who has forwarded 
the cheques to the Liverpool 
Spastic Fellowship and to a 
cancer research organisation. 


They cycled to 


buy a camera 


PORTSDOWN Ladies Circle, 
Hampshire, held a sponsored 


cycle ride which raised £177, 
plus an additional £18 from a 
collection. The money will be 
used to buy a camera for the 


local cerebral palsy unit which 


js moving from Cosham to 


Fareham. 
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They couldn’t 


resist a ride 


CLACTON and District 
Spastics Society found 


themselves being taken for 


a ride when they held their 
garden fete. For gracing 
the lawn of St James’ 
Church were two donkeys, 
Buster and Rocky. Com- 
mittee members could not 
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disturbance 
Plant pot 
and all 
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resist having a go, and 
seated in style in the picture 
above is secretary, Mr G. 
Evered, with chairman Mr 
A. Constable and Mrs Con- 
stable, and welfare officer 
Mrs J. Stevenson, while 
personality Harold Tayler, 
who opened the fete, tries 
his foot at mounting-up. 

Harold, who is appear- 
ing in a Clacton summer 
show, was presented with 
a bouquet by Fiona Steven- 
son, who attends The 
Spastics Society’s Wilfred 
Pickles School at Dudding- 
ton. 


‘Overpaid’ student | She will 
hands over cash 
to help spastics 


THESE DAYS, when 
so many people consider 
they are being under- 
paid, it is refreshing to 
hear of someone who 
thinks he has received 
too much salary. 
Strange though it may 
seem, however, T he 
Spastics Society is richer 
by £30 because @ 
young American student 
decided that his em- 
ployers had overpaid 
him by £30 for a holi- 
day job. When he called 
in at The _ Spastics 
Society's Family Services 
and Assessment Centre 
at 16 Fitzroy Square, 
London W1, and handed 
over the £30, he refused 
to give his surname and 
said: ‘Just call me 
Gary.’ ; 
Gary, who is doing a 
Master’s degree in Inter- 
national Relations, said 


Canine aid 


THE first-ever dog show in aid 
of The Spastics Society’s Sher- 
rards Training Centre in Hert- 
fordshire raised nearly £200, 
which will be paid into an 
amenities fund for trainees at 
the centre. 
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he had decided to donate 
the money to The 
Spastics Society because 
he passed the Fitzroy 
Square Centre every day 
on his way to university 
and he thought it looked 
such a_ nice, friendly 
building with _ nice, 
friendly people coming 
in and out. 

He should go far in 
his choosen field of 
International Relations! 


Disabled sports 


A FESTIVAL of sport for the 
disabled was organised at 


Worthing by the Sussex branch 
of the British Sports Associa- 
tion for the Disabled. 


Demonstrations were given 
of five-a-side football, sailing, 
tandem riding, volleyball, 
wheelchair dancing, table 
tennis, fencing, carpet bowls, 
basketball, rifle shooting. 
archery and golf. Boys from 
the Society’s Thomas Delarue 
School, Tonbridge, Kent, 
played an exhibition match of 
wheelchair football. 


appeal in 


THE new Regional Officer 
for the Scottish Spastics 
Appeal Fund in the Gram- 
pian Region is Mrs Isabel 
Phillips, pictured above. 
Based in Aberdeen, Mrs 
Phillips will be responsible 
for organising fund-raising 
activities and educating the 
public. 
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London, EC4. Tel: 01-353 1871 


Specialists in 


COMPUTER OUTPUT, ADDRESSING AND 
MAILROOM EQUIPMENT 


When in the West Country 
Enjoy MARTIN’S 
CORNISH DAIRY ICE CREAM 


Made purely for you" 


Only the finest fresh Cornish Milk and Cream 
is used in the manufacture at our modern 
hygienic factory by Cornish craftsmen... also 
world-famous for Genuine Cornish Clotted 
Cream sold on the premises or by post, 


MARTINS DAIRY (LOOE) LIMITED 


FORE STREET, LOOE. Telephone 2749 
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When will 
people 
learn ? 


THE story in Spastics 
News in September about 
spastic people being 


refused taxis pinpoints an 
experience I had on holi- 
day recently. 

I was being seen off on 
the train by a cousin, and 
being in a hurry I slipped 
in the corridor. With a 
helping hand I was up in a 
moment, but a man behind 
me was scandalised on 
hearing that I was travel- 
ling alone. ‘God almighty, 
she can’t!’ he said. 
she can,’ said my cousin. 


‘Shut the door,’ I said, and | § 


we were off. 
The guard came to me 


| on the journey and told me 


not to move at the end 
until. I was helped. . Evi- 


| dently he had been tipped 
| off about me. I would have 


waited anyway, but ‘God 
almighty,’ when will people 
learn we can do things! 
MURIEL DELL, 

Gladys Holman House, 
Rosewarne, 


|| Camborne, 
| Cornwall. 


WALES has been put on 
the map as far as the dis- 


| abled are concerned with 
| the newly-published ‘Dis- 


| abled Visitors’ 


Guide to 
Wales.’ 

Issued free of charge by 
the Wales Tourist Board, 


| and compiled jointly by the 


| Board 


and the Wales 


| Council for the Disabled, 


it has full details of ameni- 

ties for the handicapped 

throughout the country. 
Hotels are listed with indi- 


cations of their accessibility 

and whether or not unaccom- || 
panied travel is recommended. | 
| Tourist 


attractions, restaur- 


/ ants, bars, and other facilities 
| are also given the same treat- 
| ment so that anyone with a 
| handicap can see immediately 
| whether they can cope on their 


| pital administration. 
1; promoted to Senior Regional 
| Officer in 1968 and spent all 


Cavell 


to staff 
members 


MR TONY FRANK, The 
Spastics Society’s Assistant 
Director of Regions, has 
written a short apprecia- 
tion of two long-serving 
employees of the Society 
who left recently. 

Mr Roland Whyte, the 
North-east’s Senior Regional 
Officer, joined the Society in 
July 1956 as North Regional 
Officer after a career in hos- 
He was 


his time in the North and has 
now left after 18 years’ 
service. He will be very much 
missed by the groups in the 
North-east whom he _ has 


| served. 


Mr David Smith came to the 
Society in 1968 from Cale- 
donian Airways. He served 
in the South-east and London 
regions and was promoted to 
South-East Regional Officer in 
1973. He and his wife are now 
running the Coach and Horses 
pub in Chichester and he looks 
forward to meeting many old 
friends there. His energy and 
enthusiasm have been an 
inspiration to the region and 
he will be greatly missed 


eYes | 


if 
| 
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Apicture to show where 


own, or if assistance is advis- 
able. Some hotels are even 
prepared to give limited per- 
sonal help to disabled guests. 

The first edition of the guide 
was presented by Dr Joyce 
Rowley, chairman of the 
Council, to Lord Snowdon. In 
addition to tourist spots and 


required length. 


New Welsh guide for disabled 


amenities, the Guide also 
gives a list of voluntary 
organisations willing to help 
and advise the handicapped | 
holidaymaker. 

It can be obtained from the 
Wales Tourist Board, Wel- 


come House, High Street, 
Llandaff, Cardiff CF5 2YZ. 


ahobby 


can get 
you... 


JOHN RICHARDS, 10, of 
Patcham, Sussex, has a 
very special stamp collec- 
tion in which the most 
important items were pres- 
ents from the Mayor and 
Mayoress of Brighton. 

John, who is a spastic, 
met the Mayor, Councillor 
Danny Sheldon, during am 
official visit to Patcham 
House School for physi- 
cally handicapped children 
where he is a pupil, and 
again when the Mayor 
came to see his Cub Scout 
group. The two got talk- 
ing about stamps, and as 
a result John was inyited 
to the Mayor’s Parlour im 
Brighton. 


During the visit he was 
presented with two 1966 
England winners’ stamps 
from a limited issue, and a 
first-day cover issue of Fire 
Service stamps. 


Picture shows Johm 


| receiving the stamps froma 


Councillor and Mrs 
Sheldon. 


Picture by courtesy of 
Brighton Evening Argus 


and free from most Local Health Authorities. 


INCO PRODUCTS give all incontinent patients both young and old the confidence 
required to lead as normal a life as possible. 


INCO GARMENTS - this washable garment is suitable for all ages of both 
sexes, being available in seven sizes (24” — 58” hips) Two new larger sizes are 
now available. New waist tapes have been added for greater comfort and 
convenience when changing the liner. Inco Garments are available from chemists 


° 


INCO ROLL — an absorbent disposable liner in roll form which can be cut to any 


INCO UNDERPADS highly absorbent protective pads with a new soft facing. 
Available in two sizes 1672" x 24” and 30” x 24” through most local Authorities. 
The 16%” x 24” underpad can also be bought from chemists in packets of ten. 
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SPASTICS NEWS 


- The Exe cuti 


eae strong Council, and those elected will serve for 
_ three years. Who are the candidates? How do they 


see the future role of the Society ? What are 


Ashcroft 


DEREK ASHCROFT, a 
schoolmaster, of Brighton, 
Sussex, is a member of the 
executive committee of the 
Brighton, Hove and Dis- 
trict Spastics Society, and 


~ has been a member of the 


group for 16 years. He 
was closely involved with 
the founding of the parents’ 
group, and was its Chair- 
man for four years. He is 
also a member of the 
South-East Regional Co- 
ordinating Committee. Mr 
Ashcroft is a governor of 
three schools. 


ONE of the great strengths of 
our Society is the way in which 
local groups have developed to 
help spastics in individual 
areas. One of the main 
criticisms that has been levelled 
at our Society is that a gulf 
has threatened to grow between 
the local groups and head- 
quarters, Yet we are all work- 
ing towards the same end, for 
the same people, and no group 
could exist without the sup- 
port of the central Society. 
As a teacher I am particu- 
larly interested in education; as 
a parent of a spastic son, in 
education in the broadest sense 
of the handicapped. 
In the days of 
media it is important to com- 
municate as a Society with 
authority, be it local or 
It is stil] difficult to 
get views across or information 
This is one of the 


the mass 


national, 


circulated. 

most important tasks we face. 
We need at 

co-ordinate our 


level to 
and 


local 

efforts 
pressures on local authorities. 
The Chronically Sick and Dis- 
abled Persons’ Act has changed 
the climate radically, and now 
is the time, in spite of econo- 
mic strictures, to make sure 
that the initial impetus is not 
Jost. This is particularly 


“important in the sphere of the 
school-leaver and adolescent to 
Ay help them into society-for their 
happiness and our peace of 
mind. 


Bean 


DENNIS BEAN, a retired 
oil company executive, of 
Berkhampstead, Herts, is 
Chairman of the Hemel 
Hempstead and District 
Spastics Society, and Chair- 
man of the Hertfordshire 
Spastics Society. He is a 
member of the Appeals 
and Fund-raising Com- 
mittee, and of the East 
Regional Co - ordinating 
Committee. Mr Bean is a 
former member of the 
management committees of 
Sherrards Training Centre 
and of the Watford group’s 
Treatment Centre. 


LIKE all charities which have 
big financial commitments, the 
Society must be particularly 
concerned at the rate at which 
costs, both capital and 
revenue, are rising — a prob- 
lem shared with the nation as 
a whole. 

Add to this our vulnerability 
to any reduction in our one 
very direct source of income, 
and the need for new sources 
of funds is very apparent. 

In my view this implies the 
need for concentrating efforts 
on the pioneering role that has 
been so successful in the past, 
while bringing increasing pres- 
sure on the statutory services 
to take over the running of 


existing facilities wherever 


possible. 

This is consistent with the 
original aims of the Society, 
but does imply 
accept some merging of the 
interests of spastics and others 


with similar handicaps.’ Also, 
it implies the need for a 
greater readiness by groups 


whose resources are not already - 


committed to local projects to 
support the Society more 
directly. After all, the image 
ol! the Society which is good 
and greatly assists local fund- 
raising. is created mainly by 
our headquarters, and the ser- 
vices provided by most of the 
Society's national homes and 
cenires are available to spasties 
from all over the country. 


Be 
= a 
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readiness to 


Butler 


JOHN BUTLER, a direc- 
tor, of Wimbledon, Lon- 
don, is a member of the 
Society’s Appeals and 
Fund-raising Committee, 
and a Director of Spastics 
Cards Ltd. During his 
career as a Director of 
international companies he 
has travelled extensively 
throughout the world. Mr 
Butler is a past Chairman 
and Vice-chairman of the 
British National Export 
Council for New Zealand, 
and a past-President of the 
New Zealand Society in 
London. 


NOT only is The Spastics 
Society well organised, influen- 
tial and highly regarded, but 
it presents a series of large 
and expanding operations. One 
of the main objectives of the 
Executive Council will be, I 
am sure, to enthuse the staff 
and voluntary workers to 
co-ordinate their experience 
and professional skills so that 
the Society continues as a 
potent force working in the 
interests of spastics —- and 
the handicapped generally. 

The recognition o} the work 
done can be coupled with an 
analysis of challenges for the 
future in a rapidly changing 
economy, but the objective 
still remains: how does the 
Society continue pre-eminent 
in its field? Here I believe 
we must make _ additional 
major efforts in fund-raising, 
and apply our skills towards 
the maximum well-being of 
spastics. Already the Society’s 
activities in the fields of educa- 
‘tion, therapy, training, resi- 
dential care, and diagnosis are 
doing magnificent work; the 
volunteers are doing an 
immense job, and now we must 
maintain Our image and drive 
as leaders and innovators not 
only in the UK but abroad. so 
that our efforts can be recog- 
nised and assisted. 


Every member of the Coun- 
cil can use their experience 
and knowledge to assist this 
great and honourable effort for 
the future. 


| 
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ve Council 


‘their views on major issues? How would they deal 


with them? Spastics News prepared a brief bio- 


- e in November. There are five vacancies on the 15- graphy on each candidate, and then asked each 
one to write an ‘election address’ setting out the 


views on which they seek support from voters at 


Chappell 


HEDLEY GORDON 
CHAPPELL, of Cosham, 
Portsmouth, has belonged 
to the Portsmouth and 


District Spastics Society 
for eight years, and is a 
committee member and the 
group’s Publicity Officer. 
He is senior biology lec- 
turer at Portsmouth Poly- 
technic College and has a 
10-year-old son, Richard, 
who starts at the Society’s 
Craig-y-Parc school im 
November. 


I HAVE little experience of 
The Spastics Society other than 
at local level. As a candidate 
I offer primarily my energy, 
enthusiasm and willingness to 
listen and Jearn. JT suspect the 
Society is often confronted 
With difficulties very similar to 
those which commonly beset 
spastics. 

Co-ordination and Commun- 
ication. I would work for 
greater co-ordination and 
liaison with local groups, and 
between the Society and other 
bodies supporting the disabled. 
particularly at local level. 

Perspective. I would sup- 
port efforts to integrate spas- 
community 
and 


tics into the 


beginning with schools, 


encourage mutual support of 
families of spastics at local 
level. Jt is always difficult to 
see the problems of spastics in 
true perspective. 

Vision and hearing. So 
often we are deaf and blind to 
the very people we wish to 
help. I would encourage 
greater involvement of spastics 
in their own organisation. 

Self Fulfilment. [ am con- 
cerned that the great advances 
being made in education and 
training should find continuity 
at work centres. 


Finally, working with the 
handicapped evolves much 
emotional energy that is har- 
nessed only with patience and 
diplomacy. | pledge myself to 
give encouragement and sup- 
port to the officers of the 
Society on whom 
Gemands are made, 


so many 


the AGM 


Pereira 


MARTIN PEREIRA is 
33, unmarried and a solici- 
tor with a City firm. A 
spastic himself, he lives in 
London, and is Vice-chair- 
man of the Association of 
‘62 Clubs’ Executive Com- 
mittee. He is one of the 
youngest-ever candidates 
to stand for election to the 
Executive Council. 

| AM a spastic myself, but 
being only lightly handicapped 
I have not required the services 
of the Society. For two years 
I have been associated with the 
62 Club movement and I have 
become increasingly aware of 
the Society’s many achieve- 
ments. Clearly money, or the 
lack of it, is a problem at pre- 
sent, but this does not mean 
that the Society cannot con- 
tinue to advance. 

I feel very strongly that 
spastics should play a more 
active role in the affairs of the 
Society. Progress is being 
made towards this end, but ] 
fee] more needs to be done. 
Contacts between the Society’s 
staff and spastics should be 
encouraged and developed. 

It is most important to en- 
courage young. voluntary 
workers to help spastics. The 
young seem especially able to 
appreciate the difference be- 
tween help and interference. 

There has been a good deal 
of progress in integrating the 
handicapped into society, and 
in providing employment for 
them. Further progress, how- 
ever. needs to be made: The 
Society must strive to ensure 
that as many _ spastics’ as 
possible can lead full and in- 
dependent lives. 

The - Society has achieved 
much. but it must not become 
complacent. There is much to 
be done in the future. 


' neglected. 


Rigby 


PETER RIGBY, a com- 
pany director, is a magis- 
trate and former Mayor of 
Hornsey. He is a member 
of Haringey Council and 
of the City of London Cor- 


poration, and member and 
Chairman of various 
schools, governing and 
public bodies. He is chair- 
man and founder of Horn- 
sey Centre for Handi- 
capped Children and a co- 
founder of the Habinteg 
Housing Association. Mr 
Rigby is Chairman of the 
Society’s Resources Plan- 
ning Sub-committee and 
Vice-chairman of the 
Resources Committee, and 
also the Society’s repre- 
sentative on the Mental 
Health Film Council. 


THE Spastics Society’s policy 
now must be fluid and not 
rigid. With the rapid changes 
taking place the Society must 
take the initiative in fields 
which in the past were 
Basically, the aim 
must be in broadest terms: 
‘Quality of life.? With this 
principle firmly agreed and in 
mind, improvements in resi- 
dential centres, appliances, 
housing, ete, fall into place, 
the only constraint being 
financial, 

Services offered by the 
Society to other bodies such as 
local authorities must be 
charged at economic cost, and 
not subsidised. 


The Society needs the 
money to pioneer other fields 
and to show nationally and 
internationally, as in the past, 
its broad care of the handi- 
capped. 


rr 
sd 


Information needed 


THE National Fund for 
Research into Crippling 
Diseases has awarded a grant 
to the Disabilities Design 
Research Group. of the 
Middlesex Polytechnic. This 
will enable the group to 
investigate the design needs 
of disabled people and to find 
ways in which to fulfil them. 

The group’s Research Co- 
ordinator, Penny Thrift, would 
be very pleased to hear from 
any disabled people in the 


16-50 age group either living 
at home or in special accom- 
modation and also from those 
who help to care for the dis- 
abled, who would be prepared 
to help the investigation by 
answering some questions. 

Anybody who is interested 
in the project is invited to 
contact Penny Thrift, Dis- 
abilities Design Research 
Group. Middlesex Polytechnic 
at Hornsey. Crouch End Hill 
London N8 8DG.. -. | - 
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Moira 


ALEXANDER MOIRA, 
an architect, of Beaminster, 
Dorset, was one of the four 
founders of The Spastics 
Society in 1952, and has 
been on the Executive 
Council ever since. He was 
Honorary Treasurer for 
eight years, and has been 
Vice-chairman of the 
Society since 1960. He is 
Chairman of the Resources 
Committee (he was Chair- 
man of the Services Com- 
mittee which has been 
replaced by Resources, for 
18 years); a member of 
the Management Board, 
a Trustee of the Friends 
of Spastics League, and of 
the Sembal Trust, and a 
special member of the 
International Cerebral 
Palsy Society. Mr Moira 


has been Chairman of the 
Society-sponsored Habin- 
teg housing scheme since 
its inception. He is also 
an Honorary Life Member 
of the Society. He is the 
parent of a spastic. 


THE Society must make a very 
special effort not to be deflected 
from its chosen policies by the 
present national financial 
crisis. The Society’s role can 
never be the provision of ser- 
vices for all spastics, that is 
the task of local and central 
government, but it is uniquely 
placed to explore the unsatis- 
fied and the future needs of the 
handicapped, and to develop 
the new techniques and services 
that will be needed. 

Jn order to do this it can- 
not be burdened with the 
legacy of its successes in the 
past, and must be relieved of 
the responsibility of continuing 
fo run, and in any part pay 
for, the very many splendid 
services it has pioneered. 

This, then, is the most urgent 
and immediate task for the 
Society, firstly to obtain sufti- 
cient fees to cover the whole 
cost of its present services and 
thereby releasing resources for 
its development programme, 
and secondly to pass over to 
Jocal and central government 
as much of its present services 
as is feasible, thereby releasing 
its highly skilled members and 
staff for the new ideas and ser- 
vices that are emerging. 


MRS SMITH, Mr Moira 
and Mr Grenier are at pres- 
ent members of the Execu- 
tive Council and = are 
retiring by rotation in 
accordance with the 
Articles of Association of 


the Society. All have been 


Cand 


Grenier 


JOHN GRENIER, 


the 
Society’s Honorary Trea- 


surer, is a chartered 
accountant, and lives in the 
City. His cousin is a 
spastic and his uncle, Mr 
William Burn, is a former 
Chairman of The Spastics 
Society. Mr Grenier be- 
came a member of the 
Executive Council in 1972, 
having previously served on 
the Finance and Adminis- 
tration Committee. Here 
he worked on special pro- 
jects such as the research 
and report of the fiscal 
position of charities in 
other countries. He became 
Honorary Treasurer in 
1973. He is a member of 
the Society’s Management 
Board, Chairman of the 
Finance Committee, and a 
member of the Appeals and 
Fund-Raising Committee. 


I CAN add considerable per- 
sonal experience of spastics to 
my long working association 
with the Society, The career 
development of my cousin, 
Graham, for instance, has 
given me first-hand knowledge 
of the employment aspect of 
the handicapped. 

My children, although not 
themselves handicapped, attend 
a school which fully integrates 
children with quite severe 
disabilities, including spastics 
and the totally blind. 

My association with the 
Society began directly through 
my uncle, Mr William Burn, a 
former chairman. I have 
worked as one of a team which 
established the new Manage- 
ment Board, and the changes 
in the structure of the Society 
aimed at further increasing 
efficiency, and I assisted in the 
appointments of new executive 
staff. 

I have been involved with 
the introduction of the latest 
accounting methods and pro- 
cedures, which in alliance with 
the Society's computer can 
better service the Society at a 
time of rapid change and roar- 
ing inflation. I have also spent 
much time on Spastics Cards 
Ltd, with a view to maximising 
the effectiveness of this opera- 
tion to provide increasing em- 
ployment for spastics. 

As far as the future is con- 
cerned, I feel that costs must 
be constantly monitored and 
so ensure that every £ donated 


is spent to the maximum bene- | 
fit of the largest possible num- 


eo 


dates 


Smith : 


MRS JOYCE SMITH, of 
Salisbury, Wilts, has been 
a member of the Executive 
Council for three years. She 
is Chairman of the 
Society’s Social Service 
Committee, and a member 
of the Management Board, 
and of the Resources Com- 
mittee. Mrs Smith, a magis- 
trate, is Chairman of the 
Salisbury and District Spas- 
tics Association, and Chair- 
man of the West Regional 
Co-ordinating Committee. 
She is a member of both 
her district and County 
Councils, and is Chairman 
of the committees dealing 
with social services and 
special education in Wilt- 
shire, as well as being a 
school governor. 


HAVING been handicapped 


: 


| 
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Thousands of } 
halfpennies 
add up toa 
wheelchair 


PUPILS of Ball Green 
Infants School, Hanley, 
Staffordshire, have collec- 
ted 3,500 halfpennies since 
Christmas and, aided by 
donations from parents, } 
have been able fo buy a 
wheelchair for a spastic 
child. 

Mrs Kathleen Mawman 
is seen receiving the chair 
on behalf of the North 2 
Staffordshire Spastic Asso- 
ciation. Adrian Legan and | 
Ellena Bradley hand over 
the chair, together with 
some extra halfpence. 

Picture by courtesy of 
Staffordshire 
Evening Sentinel 


SES 


for Achievement Award 


NOMINATIONS are now 
coming in for the Society’s 
1974 Achievement Award 
and we are hoping for a 
record number of candi- 
dates this year. 

We are getting letters 
from all over the country, 
drawing attention to the 


achievement or sustained per- 
sonal effort by a spastic in 
Britain over the age of 12. The 
first prize is a cheque for £250 
and the silver Special Achieve- 
ment Award Cup. There are 
also prizes for the runners-up. 
Closing date for nominations 
is Saturday December 7, but 
early submissions are welcome. 


Judging will take place early im 
the New Year. 

There will be a panel of 
well-known personalities who 
will decide on the winner of 
the 1974 Award. Two of the 
judges are Sir Geoffrey Jack- 
son and the Baroness Sharp; 
other names will be announced 
in next month’s Spastics News, 


myself, I readily understand | 


the problems which confront 
both the handicapped person 
and their parents. Independ- 
ence and integration are an 
asset to us all, so why should 
the handicapped be denied 
these two important factors in 
life? 

Many handicapped children 
are being integrated into pri- 
mary schools, but the axe 
seems to fall at 11 years old 
when too many handicapped 
children are placed in residen- 
tial schools. I would like to 
see more handicapped children 
being catered for in senior 
schools with welfare assistance 
to help them, but inevitably, 
there are those heavily handi- 
capped children who must 
attend weekly boarding schools 
— this should be on a five-day 
week basis, allowing them to 
return home at weekends with 
back-up welfare service to 
assist familites. 

There must be varied work 
opportunities, therefore, train- 
ing when leaving school is a 
very mecessary step towards 
future independence. 

Special housing units within 
the community help towards 
both independence and integra- 
tion — Habinteg is a good 
example. 

More day care facilities with 
short stay accommodation for 
the severely doubly handi- 


tant. This will enable parents 


‘to cope more readily and yet 
jeave them more time to live ; 


Sos’ 8 


normal life. — 


capped are also very impor-. 


that their name had been put 


way in which spastics are 
waging their own particu- 
lar war of independence, 
facing up to and overcom- 
ing hardships and obstacles 
that to others might seem 
completely | unsurmount- 
able. 

So many aspects of life are 
covered in the stories—some 


deal with academic achieve- 
ments — perhaps just one 
examination passed by some- 
one once dismissed as inedu- 
cable—and this can merit just 
as much consideration for the 
Award as perhaps an Honours 


Bugsy Major 


The unique folding pushchair 
for the handicapped young. 


Weigh only 5.4 kg (12Ibs) 
Carries up to 59 kg (9st) 
Folds up to measure 

107 x 19 x 16.5 cm 

(42in x 7tin x 6tin) 

All wheels well sprung, 
front fully castoring. 

Two rear brakes. 
Adjustable footrest. 


Degree rather more easily Easy to steer and carry. 
obtained. Some detail specific Ideal for all travelling. 
feats, something attempted (Separate seat attachment for 


smaller children needing extra 


and done in a short all-out 
support is available.) 


effort. Others maybe taking 
long and patient years of “Baby~ Snyalid Model for the very young ag 
trying. months to 3 years. Weighs 2.7 kg (6 Ibs). 


“‘Bugey~ ce 103 x 16.4 x 16.4 cm (4lin x 6hin x 


Centractors to the Department of Health and Social Security 


ANDREWS MACLAREN LTD 


Station Works, Long Buckby, Northampton. Tel: Long Buckby 842662 


Over the past two years it 
is interesting to note that all 
the nominees seem to have the 
same reaction when advised 


forward by a sponsor—that of 
complete surprise! Most of 
them were so busy getting on 
with the day-to-day business 
of living that they never 
stopped to think that their 
efforts were particularly note- 
worthy. 


By spotlighting some of the 


individual efforts in this 
Award, the Society feels that 
not only will other handi- 


capped people be encouraged 
but the public will be shown 
how spastics can, and do, win 
through, if given the chance. 
If you have a candidate you 
would like to nominate. please 
send details as soon as possible, 
either direct to The Spastics 
Society, 12. Park Crescent, 
London WIN 4EQ (please 
mark envelope ‘Special Achieve- 
ment Award’) or direct to Mrs 


MORE QUALITY, 
TASTE, FLAVOUR AND > 
Ga, Sat Repent Ea VALUE FOR MONE a 


don SW7, who is organising ‘ ay kif tes 
the project on behalf of the an ay Mee) | ; 


Society. — Yoig rhe 
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Share-out 


gift from a 


fishermen 


LOCAL spastics will be one 
of the good causes to benefit 
from the closing down of a 
gravel pit where Lydd Angling 
Club used to fish. The club, 
which had to be disbanded 
when the pit was bought by a 
private development company, 
was left with £2,000 in hand 
from membership fees. This 
is to be shared between four 
local charities including the 
spastics group, which will 
receive £500. 


Conference on 
youthful stress 


THE National Council for 
Special Education, Greater 
London Branch, is holding a 
one-day conference on ‘Handi- 
cap, Adolescence and Stress,’ 
on Saturday, October 12, 1974, 
at the Ethel Cox Hall, College 
of Fashion and Clothing 
Technology, London W1. 

The conference fee is £1.50 
and further details are avail- 
able from the Branch Secre- 
tary, NCSE, Greater London 
Branch, 53 Westbere Road, 
London NW2 35SP. 


A CALEDONIAN market 
held at the day centre run by 
the Worthing, Littlehampton 
and District Spastics Society 
was attended by about 700 
people. The total proceeds of 
the event amounted to over 
£300. 


says council 


LANBAURGH and Cleveland 
councils in Yorkshire have 
jointly spent £1,500 on home 
extensions to help a couple 
with a spastic child. Improve- 
ments have been made to the 
family’s council bungalow so 
that the child will have more 
space for educational and play 
activities. 

The authorities have 
appealed for more parents 
with special problems to apply 
for council help. 

Said Councillor Bob Lewis, 
Chairman of Lanbaurgh Hous- 
ing Committee, ‘Some people 
carry on under great difficul- 
ties and this is something the 
community should help with, 
if possible,’ \ 


PROTECTION FROM 
THE WEATHER WITH 


WHEELYMAC 


All-in-one waterproof non-tear nylon cover 


for patient and wheelchair. 


Very light and 


comfortable with concealed zip fastening, 


Nylon. 


Also funior Model and Major 


Buggy Mac, 


SIMPLANTEX LTD 


WILLOWFIELD ROAD, EASTBOURNE 
SUSSEX BN22 8AR. TELEPHONE 27896 


Adana Printing Machines 


are an invaluable acquisition for Hospitals, Institutions, Associa- 
tions etc, both as a physiotherapy and an economy in producing 
internal printed material, 


Printing 
Pays Profits | 


Adana Printing Machines Ltd 


15/19 Church St, Twickenham, Middlesex. Tel 01-892 3655 


‘Ask for help | Walk they 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


SECOMETRIC 


BUILDING SYSTEM 


will never 
forget 


MR PETER PRICE, a member 
of the board of governors for 


a Sheffield Spastics’ School, 
recently took part in a 170- 
mile sponsored walk in aid of 
a hydrotherapy pool for pupils. 
He was accompanied by Mr 
Barry Twigg, of Shawell, 
Leicestershire, with whom he 
had previously walked along 
270 miles of the Pennine Way 
in a fortnight. 

The two men took eight 
days to complete the spon- 
sored walk in appalling 
weather conditions, and had to 
spend one night sleeping in a 
graveyard. They raised £250 
from sponsors towards the cost 
of the pool: 


INDALEX 


for 
aluminium 
extrusions 


INDALEX LTD 


KINGSDITCH LANE 
CHELTENHAM 
TEL 21641 (STD 0242) 


The modern permanent industrialised structure, 


Speedy, inexpensive and versatile. 


Used widely for Hospital projects, Social Clubs, 
Canteens, Schools, Office Blocks, 


Insulated Buildings Ltd. 
Cambridge Street, Wolverhampton Tel 24884-5-6 


| the youth hostel 


It’s hard work, 
but Mary is an 
ambitious girl 


BOTH Mary Bennett’s father and younger sister, Sarah, 


aged 21, are primary school teachers, and despite being 
confined to a wheelchair, it is Mary’s ambition, too. 


She told of her plans in 
an interview with Frank 
Sherman of the Devon 
Sunday Independent. 

Mary, 26, lives at The 
Spastics Society’s Prin- 
cess Marina Centre, at Seer 
Green, Buckinghamshire, 
where she is _ half-way 
through her Bachelor of 
Arts Degree with the Open 
University. 

‘I wanted to get quali- 
fied to take up some kind 
of job. It is very difficult 
for handicapped people to 
get employment and the 
more qualified they are the 
better chance they have. 
Dad put the idea into my 
head. I had doubts during 
the course that I had made 
the right decision—I am 
still having them. It gets 
harder and harder every 
year but I hope I will make 
it; E 

Mary has speech difficulties 
and needs both hands to con- 
trol the one finger she uses for 
typing. When she gets her 
degree she hopes to try teach- 
ing by correspondence. 

As well as studying, Mary is 
fond of travelling. At the age 
of 19 she went youth hostelling 
with a younger friend in Ger- 
many, 


Adventurer 


Mary had her luggage 
strapped to her wheelchair. 
‘Tm a bit of an adventurer 
and Td do anything for a 
laugh. However, the Germans, 
at that time, were not very 
keen on handicapped people 
and kept them indoors. Then 
they saw me on the streets—in 
one place they tried to put me 
in a hospital. 


‘The most frightening | 


experience was in Heidelberg. 
They said I could not stay in 
because it 
would be bad for others.’ 
Eventually they were allowed 
to stay because they had no- 
where else to go. ‘It used to 
upset me quite a bit but I’ve 


| got hardened to it now.’ 


And Mary added: ‘I 
don't feel brave. I don't 
think there .is anything 
brave in going for a holi- 
day. A lot of people say 
we are brave but 1 doubt 
if we are. We are born 
like this and therefore it 
is like others being born 
physically fit. We don't 
know any other life. We 
are not even used to it. We 
don't have to get used to 
it, We are like this. 


Maxi ts a 
gift for 


Cornish 
centre 


MAXI made a sweet pic- 
ture when he took part im 
St Blazey Carnival. Soon 
he will go to The Spastics 
Society’s new Adventure 
Holiday and Field Studies 
Centre at Lanlivery, Corn- 
wall. 

Maxi is owned by Tom 
Stephens who, with his 
predecessor, Flicka, raised 
£1,300 for the Assessment 
Centre at Truro City Hos- 
pital. 

Tom is giving Maxi to 
the Lanlivery Centre as 
soon as it is ready to take 


him. 
In our picture Maxi 
helps Tom’s_ grandson, 


Graham, to win the Carni- 
val first prize as a sugar 
lump. Maxi and Graham’s 
escorts are his parents, 
William and Patricia. 
Picture by courtesy 
of Madge Charge 


UNWIN 


The Quiklok Clearface Clamp 


The safe way to secure 
trolley stretchers and 
wheelchairs in 

vehicles, simple to lock, 
quick to release. 
Standard lengths 12in 
and |4in. 


C. N. UNWIN LTD 
LUFTON, YEOVIL, 
ENGLAND 
Telephone: Yeovil 5359 


W. HINDLE 


AND CO LTD 


SHEET METAL WORKERS 
and RADIATOR SPECIALISTS 


MOORLAND WAY, LINCOLN 63000 


Donated by 


JOHN HEWITSON LTD 


ROOFING CONTRACTORS SINCE 1873 
TELEPHONE NEWCASTLE 666194 


THIS SPACE DONATED BY 


W.R.L. 


ENGINEERING LTD. 
ll 


WELDING — PRESSING 
GENERAL ENGINEERING — SUB ASSEMBLY 
MATCHING AND FABRICATIONS 


LEATON INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, LEATON, 
SHREWSBURY, Tel: Bomere Heath 513 
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MR RODNEY BROOKS, The Spastics Society’s new 
Director of Finance, relaxing aboard his sailing cruiser. 


‘A challenge’ 
says Director 


of Finance 


RODNEY BROOKS is 
the new man at the 
helm of The Spastics 
Society’s finances. For- 
merly managing direc- 
tor of Tiptree Book 
Services Ltd, he joined 
_the Society as Director 
of Finance in July this 


year. 

‘I saw an advertisement 
and I was attracted by the 
reputation of the Society,’ 
he told Spastics News, 
“both for the work it does 
and the way it does it. The 
Society is very, very com- 


plex with very large 
interests.’ 

His career 
Mr Brooks, a_ chartered 


accountant, is 40 and was born 
at Romford and educated at 
Palmer’s School, Grays, Essex. 
On leaving school he was 
artticled to Lord Hirschfield 
and then went on to become 
Chief Accountant of H. J. 
Ryman Ltd, and then Chief 
Accountant at British Olivetti 
Ltd. His next appointment 
was as Administration Direc- 
tor of Leisure Arts Ltd, who 
run Heron’ Books, before 
joining Tiptree. : 

He said, ‘One of the chief 
things that appeal to me about 
this job is the opportunity to 
combine ordinary business life 
with social work. I used to 
‘do a fair amount of local 
church and youth club work, 
and was in the Civil Defence 
Corps, but recent business 
pressures prevented me from 
doing a lot of social work. 
This job gives the chance of 
covering one’s social responsi- 
bilities while doing one’s daily 
job. The longer one spends 
‘with the Society the more one 
Jearns its true worth.” 

Mr Brooks has already been 
on a ‘getting-to-know-you’ 
study tour and travelled ‘good- 
ness knows how many miles’ 
visiting a number of schools 
and centres. He visited Mel- 
dreth Manor, Irton Hall and 
Wilfred Pickles schools, and 


Sherrards, Thorngrove,  Bir- 
_mingham Sheltered Work 
Shop. Spastics Cards and 


Daresbury Hall. 


In his new appointment he 
is responsible for the income, 
assets and expenditure of the 
Society. ‘Obviously the pres- 
ent economic climate makes 
the need for up-to-date finan- 
cial information all the more 
necessary. Forward planning 
and budget control become all 
the more essential—and all the 
more difficult. 


‘If you bear in mind the 
number of collecting points of 
income for the Society and the 
different schools and centres 
where expenditure is incurred 
—and all these schools~ and 
centres have different assets— 
it is a great responsibility. 

‘It is an interesting chal- 
lenge where the benefits of the 
maximum utilisation of the 
funds of the Society has a great 
personal effect on a great num- 
ber of handicapped people. 
Any additional income _ or 
profit or reduced expenditure 
which you are able to make 
does not go to buying a new 
picture for the proprietor, but 
towards making the life of a 
handicapped person more bear- 
able, and that’s the motiva- 
tion of the job. The tech- 
niques of financial manage- 
ment are the same for this 
organisation as for a com- 
mercial business. The new 
management structure of the 
Society will require better and 
faster management informa- 
tion participation because of 
the current financial con- 
ditions.’ 


Impressed 


He added: ‘I’m immensely 
impressed by the work of the 
staff in the schools and centres 
and the quality of everything 
that’s done. Initially one 
thinks of work done by charity 
as being done on a cheap and 
nasty basis. Here the highest 
standards apply all round. The 
love, care, discipline and train- 
ing in appropriate proportions 
makes for a generally happy 
atmosphere.’ 

Away from work, Mr Brooks 
is a keen sailor, cruising a 
Snapdragon 24, and is Vice- 
Commodore of the Tollersbury 
Cruising Club. He and his wife 
Daphne. have three children, 
Roland. 16, Karen, 14, and 
Haidee, 12, and live at Hol- 


brook, near Ipswich, Suffolk. 


| 
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Mr Tony Dimond ; 


x-naval man 
is Society's 
Secretary 


AFTER a distinguished 


naval career and ex- 
perience in the com- 
mercial world, Mr Tony 
Diamond has taken 
over the reins as Secre- 
tary of The Spastics 
Society. 

Tony Diamond was no 
stranger to the work of The 
Spastics Society before 
taking up his appointment 
as Secretary in May, for his 
sister Rosemary, a physio- 


therapist, used to work at: 


a school for handicapped 
children and appeared in 
two films on its work, 
‘Claremont’? and ‘Back to 
Claremont.’ 


War service 


Mr Diamond, aged 53, was 
born in Dorking and on the 
family’s move to Oxford went 
to St Edward’s School. He 
was a public school entry at the 
age of 17 into the Royal Navy 
and served in the Atlantic, the 
Mediterranean and the East 
Indies. He spent two years in 
HMS ‘Warspite’ and was first 
lieutenant of a destroyer before 
specialising in communica- 
tions. After the war he took 
up a number of staff appoint- 
ments at home and abroad, 
including Hong Kong, the Per- 
sian Gulf and the Mediter- 
ranean, and commanded the 
frigate HMS ‘Ursa.’ His work 
in the Persian Gulf covered 
many fields and he _ was 
awarded the MBE in the Birth- 
day Honours of 1951. His last 
Naval appointment was on the 
NATO staff in Malta. 

Before leaving the Navy he 
qualified by correspondence 
course as a chartered secre- 
tary, and in 1967 on leaving he 
became a Management Con- 


sultant with P-E Consulting 
Group Ltd. He became Com- 
pany Secretary and_ spent 
another five years with the 
Group. before joining the 
Society. 

Mr Diamond praised the 


work of his predecessor, Mr 
Reginald Cumplen, who retires 
in November after 20 years 
with the Society. ‘Mr Cumplen 


staying on has been tremen- 
dously helpful. It has allowed 
me to get round and see a great 
many schools and centres and 
it has been most valuable 


having him to guide me into a 
complicated organisation.’ 

Mr Diamond has visited 
Drummonds, Oakwood, Sher- 
rards, Craig - Y - Parc 
Thorngrove, and intends 
visit all the main schools and 
centres in due course. 

He explained the reasons 
behind his decision to take on 
the job of master-minding the 
Society’s administrative work. 

‘After a full career in the 
Services I’d rather be part of 
an organisation where I was 
giving service than trying to 
maximise profits. My aspira- 
tions were not to become a 
managing director in the com- 
mercial world!’ 

Talking of his role as Secre- 
tary he said: ‘I’ve been given 
certain extra duties under the 
new management structure. I’m 
going to have a closer link 
with the Executive Council 
and, of course, close connec- 
tions with the new manage- 
ment board. I think I shall be 
closely involved in personnel 
policies.’ 


and 
to 


Family 
Mr Diamond lives with his 
wife Betty and 11-year-old 


daughter, Alice, in the Berk- 
shire village of Frilsham set 
in the hills between Newbury 
and Reading. Mrs Diamond 
was a WRNS signal officer on 
his staff in Malta a few years 
before their marriage. Their 
eight-year-old son, Colin, died 
through illness earlier this 
year. 3 

Gardening leaves him little 
time to follow his other hob- 
bies of philately and golf, and 
in addition he is Chairman of 
his Parish Council and Cl urch 
Warden. ‘I’m also a_ great 
walker with a particular inter- 
est in preserving rights of way. 
There are a lot of footpaths 
which the farmers try and 
close up. They get very over- 
grown and its quite interest- 
ing rediscovering them,’ 


New role 
for Alan 
King 


ALAN KING, 45, is a 
familiar face filling a 
new role. Now Assist- 
ant Director of Fin- 
ance, he joined The 
Spastics Society in 
April 1967 as Chief 


Accountant, 

A Londoner, he was edu- 
cated at Coopers’ Company 
School in the City and on 


leaving school he joined the 
well-known City firm of 
chartered accountants, Binder 
Hamlyn. He spent 12 years 
there auditing the returns of 
companies with diverse inter- 
ests from women’s fashion 
shoes to racing engines and 
overseas cattle farms. ‘The 
returns came to London alas— 
I never got the chance to do 
them in Paraguay or Turkey,’ 
he recalled ruefully. 

He then took up a commer- 
cial career as assistant secre- 
tary in a company that fought 
off a take-over battle for two 


years before finally being sold 
for £47 million. After his firm 
was absorbed by a giant in the 
field, he moved on to a firm of 
food importers first as com- 
pany secretary and then as 
financial] controller. He joined 
the Society as Chief Account- 
ant in 1967. 

‘In common with a lot of 


Gift to centre 


Mr Alan King 


other people I did not realise 
the size and complexity of the 
Society.’ 
Commenting on his new 
position he said: ‘It’s a compli- 
cated job but interesting. Im 
responsible for all the finan- 
cial division of the Society’s 
work while the Finance Direc- 
tor is responsible for finance 
matters across the Society as a 
whole and outside interests.’ 


His hobbies 


Mr King and his wife Ivy 
live in the Kent village of 
Eynsford and have two sons, 
David, 16, and Jonathan, 14. 
Away from the office his inter- 
ests are diverse: ‘I’m a dabbler 
with millions of hobbies— 
swimming, gardening, stamps; 
coins, photography, chess and 
music, but none are absorbing 
and to the exclusion of every- 
thing else. We do things as a 


family and do. things we all 
enjoy.’ 


from singers 


SS 


WITH a smile but without 
a song, Trinity Amateur 
Operatic Society president 
Tony Adler, watched by 
members of the troupe, 
hands over a special pur- 
pose-built chair. 

Incorporating special 
\devices and features for 
spastic children, it was pre- 
sented to Mrs Florence 
Nicholson, matron of the 
Heathbank Day Centre for 
spastics, Windsor Road, 
Oldham. The chair was 
bought with money raised 
by the Operatic Society 
members. 


Picture by courtesy of 
Oldham Evening Chronicle. 


Who would 


like a pony? 


A PONY has landed on the 
doorstep of the North West’s 
Senior Regional Officer, Mrs 
Audrey Joyce. Not quite 
literally but as good as, for a 
generous pony owner near 
Preston has offered the pony, 
worth £80, at a price of £40 
providing it goes to a disabled 
rider. The pony has its own 
saddle and bridle and is now 
awaiting a new owner. and 
Mrs Joyce is appealing to 
groups in the area who would 
like it to get in touch with her. 
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The Avon Chair — 


a comfortable way 
to mobility 


‘Sprite’ Cycle 
Exerciser 


from HERBERT TERRY & SONS LTD. 


Many other leisure lines available, 


NORFOLK 


The Amesbury tilting pushchair is specifically designed to 
provide the severely handicapped child with comfort while 
allowing a high degree of mobility. The chair can be tilted 
to an angle of 35° enabling pressure point discomfort to be 
relieved. It has many size adjustments, 2 sprung chassis and 
is convertible tor inside and outside use. If you wish to learn 
more about the AYON TILTING PUSH CHAIR please write 


Please write or telephone for details. 
Tel Redditch 64261 and ask for 
Lynn Powell or write to: 


Herbert Terry & Sons Ltd. 
IPSLEY STREET, REDDITCH, B98 7AH 


to the address below. 


Please ask for 
details of the Avon 
Tilting Push Chair 


GET YOUR MOTOR SPARES AND ACCESSORIES FROM 


DAVES ACCESSORIES 


31 CHERITON HIGH STREET, FOLKESTONE 


242-254 
Sprowston Road 
Norwich 
Telephone 42512 


AMESBURY 
SURGICAL 
APPLIANCES 


South Mill Road, 
Amesbury, 
Wilts SP4 THR 
Tel 09802 3468 


SPECIAL DISCOUNTS FOR ALL POSTAL STAFF 


Telephone : FOLKESTONE (STD 0303) 76644 


A Member of the G. D. Searle Group of Companies 


~=. BACORAIL 


BROMLEY-LANGTON 


ELECTRIC WIRE AND INSULATOR CO LTD 


_ Wholesale Butchers and VARNISHED INSULATING SLEEVING 


Contractors for Local Manufacturers of: 
Authorities are pleased otton, Glass or Terylene 


to support the 
SPASTICS SOCIETY parlgtt De WIRES 


THE PEDESTRIAN SAFETY BARRIER 
FOR KERBSIDES, STAIRCASES, PLAY AREAS 


Carried in stock for immediate delivery. 


J. EK. Eltherington 


& SON (ALUMINIUM) LTD 


15 PEMBERTON ST, HULL. Telephone: Hull 20336 Afan Way, Port Talbot, 


Glamorganshire, Wales ; COPPER BRAIDS AND CORDS 


Tel: Port Talbot . to any specification 


(STD 06396) 3046 
= OXFORD AVENUE TRADING ESTATE, SLOUGH 24017-9 


@ BASKETRY 
@ STOOL SEATING 
@ SOFT TOYS 


| Double glazi PGi i 

@ LAMPSHADES W rekin : a a a, citi cal wat loft insulation < : i 
e JEWELLERY Co. Ltd. estholme improvements ltd. Pil 
e MARQUETRY PUBLIC WORKS . Tas Gy Replacement windows in & ii i i 
Sane n) i identi r PRE ae es UG a 

SURFACING & “Sa ey Patio doors and Res dential doors i : | 


ee es CHL REINFORCED tt Sede tia eee | ES gE 
Send for price list CONCRETE Se Die Aelephones Wertum-mipar:Maree(U932) 22181200 Sear test 
FRED ALDOUS LTD Se 
ES feck sinker Shifnal, Shrops. J.C. WESTWOOD (Liverpool) LTD. 
pee Telephone: ALL CLASSES BOLTS, NUTS, RIVETS, WASHERS, NAILS 
MANCHESTER M60 1UX Shifnal 460371 Galvanised Bright and Copper @ Wholesale Hardware and Holloware Distributors and Stockists 


Engineers Factors @ Trawler Gear Specialists @ Ships Stores Merchants @ Stockists GKN 
Wood Screws @ Chains and Builders lronwork 


HARRINGTON BUILDINGS, NE, HARRINGTON DOCK, LIVERPOOL 3. Tel 051-709 3894/5/6 


Scottish Business School 


The Scottish Business School, one of the three National 

Schools of Business Management which draws upon the com- 

bined strength and expertise of the Universities of Glasgow, 
Edinburgh and Strathclyde. 


Up to 35% CARPETS 30% FURNITURE 30% DIVANS 
25% LUXAFLEX BLINDS 223% CONTINENTAL QUILTS 
Also Glasgow area only up to 20 7% FURS, CURTAINS, JEWELLERY 

15% TYPEWRITERS, PAINTS & WALLPAPERS 


% Free delivery on Carpets, Blinds and 4% All makes available with full 
Continental Quilts in UK. manufacturer’s guarantees. 

% Open 6-day week 9 am-5.30 pm 
Monday-Saturday. 

% Most modern showroom facilities * Our service and prices are 
available. unbeatable. 


THE PROGRAMME INCLUDES; 


GRADUATING COURSES There are courses extending over one or two years for which 


the entrance requirement is normally possession of a university 
degree or of an acceptable professional or other qualification. 


There is also a Doctoral Programme of three years duration for 
which a good honours degree fs required. t 


RESIDENTIAL COURSES The School offers residential courses ranging In duration from 


one to ten weeks. 


* Expert fitting in most areas. 


SHORT, NON-RESIDENTIAL [ho 24 237th” attr eens meng nt “ms enti 


RELATED ACTIVITIES These include one and two day seminars, 


Prospectus.—A prospectis giving full details of courses and describing the method of application Is available 
ibetee iarea Astelig DF. Revie, Secretary (Ref. CSY), The Scottish Business School, Stock Exchange House, 
St. George’s Place, Glasgow G2 1EU. Tels 041-221 3124. 


Write stating requirements or for introductions to local showrooms . 


McCLUSKEY & LUCEY LTD 


INGRAM HOUSE, 227 INGRAM ST, GLASGOW G1 IDA. Tel: 041-221 7572/3 
* Only 2/3 minutes walk from Central and Queen Street Stations. 


My happy 


of London 


GREETINGS from Australia! 
A little over three months ago 
I teft this land down under, 
travelling by plane to see the 
sights of a country of which I 
knew littlhe—but from which 
my great-grandparents came, 
many years ago, 

Truly I felt just a little 
strange and a little afraid, 
wondering what I might find. 
Need I say I was amazed at 
the beautiful countryside, the 
magnificent buildings, — yet 
beyond all, the friendliness of 
the people. 

I came as a stranger to No 16 
Fitzroy Square, London, and 
was given food, rest and 
shelter, and I would like to 
express my thanks to all who 
helped make my holiday so 
enjoyable. Some day I may 
return; I would certainly like 
to, but if not I am blessed, I 
have happy memories to last a 
lifetime. How can one ever 
forget the fascination of Lon- 
don with all its different moods 
and personalities—the flowers, 
the parks, and trees, the old 
architecture? I think I am 
indeed a very privileged per- 
son to have seen it once, 
Ruth Neal, 

St Lucia, 
Queensland, 
Australia. 

Miss Neal is referring to 
the Society’s Family Services 
and Assessment Centre, at 
Fitzroy Square, London, which 
provides a welcome to many 
spastics from overseas when 
they visit Britain.—Editor. 


and beat inflation } 
the world over 


Scottish pounds, pounds sterling, D-marks, Francs, Guilders and 
Dollars are just a few of the ways Apeco copier users count their savings 
in over 140 countries throughout the world. ; 

They have found out that Apeco offers the best ideas to meet any <., 


copymaking requirements large 


Ideas like the Printout copier. It copies anything — even books — and 


originals up to 114” x 17”. 


Bond-like copies are trimmed to the size of the original witha turn of 
the dial—no wasted paper. Cut copying costs up to 40%. No wasted time 
changing from one paper size to another. 

Whatever your copying needs are, the Apeco range of copiers can 
help satisfy them. Apeco ideas will save youa lot, no matter 


what currency you use. 


ss 


| 
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THE Disablement Income Group has recently 
second edition of its ‘ABC of Services and General Information 
for Disabled People.’. This is a comprehensive guide to the many 


services, both statutory and yoluntary, which are now available 
to the disabled. 


jem. 
i The book is extremely good value at 30p. Copies can be 
| obtained from DIG, Queens House, 180-182a Tottenham Court 

Road, London WIP OBD. (Tel 01-636 1946/7.) Please quote 
{| DIG ordering code 13. 


or small. 


APECO 


ideas that work for you. 


Apeco Limited, Daventry Road Industrial Estate, Banbury, Oxon. Tel: Banbury (0295) 52566 


Exclusive Distributors in all parts of the U.K. and the Republic of Ireland. 


Branches in London, 


Birmingham, Manchester, Bristol and Plymouth. 


published a | 


The book is a useful pilot through the labyrinth of state | 
| provision and explains in clear language just which government | 
department should be approached for help with a specific prob- | 


Why Sally is confident 
her 
uture 


Sally Talbot and baby 
Emma make a perfect 
picture of motherly 
love and fulfilment, 
but they would not if 


a Birmingham woman 
had her way. 


When Sally was six 
months pregnant she 
went for a drink with 
friends who teased her 
about her ‘bulge.’ She 
was seen by a customer 
in the pub who imme- 
diately wrote to her 
local paper, the Bir- 
mingham Mail, to say 
she could not under- 
stand why a= spastic 
girl who could scarcely 
hold a glass with both 
hands had not been 
given an abortion or 
been sterilised. 

She added: ‘Obvi- 
ously she could never 
manage to look after 
the baby; presumably 
someone else will have 


’ 


to. 


‘It was like someone 
punching me in_ the 
face,’ Sally told Maur- 
een Messent, of the 
Mail, when she heard 
of the letter. 


‘Rotten’ 


‘I'm not a moaner but 
doesn’t this woman think 
that being a spastic is rot- 
ten enough without wishing 
to deprive me of the joys 
of a baby of my own? Or 
perhaps she thinks this con- 
dition is hereditary. Per- 
haps she even thought my 
jerky | movements were 
proof of my being mentally 
defective? 

‘She should have 
checked on the fact that 
spastics are as they are 
simply through brain dam- 
age, before or during birth, 
before she wrote that letter. 

‘Thank God, my _ parents 
have been marvellous to me. 
They didn’t exactly congratu- 
late me when I told them I 
was pregnant, but they made 
it clear to me that they would 


always help me out. TI live 
with them and I’m_ happier 
than I've ever been before.’ 


Sally told her story to the 
Birmingham Mail for a very 
special reason. ‘For the love 
of Emma and because [| would 


hate the reader to hurt 
another handicapped person 
again. 


‘If she could see Emma 
when she’s in my arms to be 
fed, she would know what a 
terrible mistake that letter 
Was. 

‘I know Ill have a tough 
time now and then as she 
grows up. But I love her and 
Ml do my best for her. My 
mother will help if I get into 
deep water at any time. 

‘1 doubt if IT will, though. 

“You see, [ might be a 
Spastic, but first and foremost 
(m a woman who always 
wanted a child,’ 


Youngsters on the — 


fund-raising trail — 


AS you will see from some 
of the pictures in this 
month’s paper. kind- 
hearted youngsters all over 
the country were busy rais- 
ing money for spastics dur- 
ing the long summer holi- 
day. They held jumble 
sales and garden fetes, ran 
competitions and collected 
waste paper. 

Fantastic amounts of money 
were raised, like £25 by two 
14-year-old —_ schoolgirls in 
Norwich and £11.18 by York 
boys aged nine and 10 with 
their friends. Five children 
aged eight to 14 in Ipswich 
made more than £10, while 
the same amount was donated 
to Burnley spastics by two 
girls aged nine and 13. The 


youngest of all were perhaps 
Roger Ward, aged seven, and 
Philip 


brothers and John 


Junior 
corner 


and 


Davies, 
who held a jumble sale and 


aged seven Six, 


raised £8 for the Oldham 
Spastics Society. 

These are only a few of the 
many generous children who 
gave up part of their holidays 
to help us with fund-raising. 
All this money means that The 
Spastics Society can go on 
helping the handicapped in 
many different ways. 

We have heard recently 
about a 14-year-old boy who 
had never even seen the sea. 
With your support, the 
Society can help him and 
other disabled youngsters have 
a holiday every year just like 
you do. And we know from 
all the wonderful entries you 
sent in to our recent compe- 


tition what exciting holidays 
you have. 

You sent in lively descrip- 
tions and pictures of foreign 
travel, swimming, playing on 
the beach and visits to fun- 
fairs. What an _ interesting 
time you must have had. We 
hope that one day all spastio 
children will have the oppor- 
tunity to enjoy themselves just 
as much. 

Oh, and by the way, if 
you ever hear any children 
calling somebody a ‘silly 
spastic, I hope you will 
point out what a thought- 
less and unkind thing it is 
to say. Spastics have 
enough to put up with 
already, without the name 
ot their handicap being 
used as a babyish kind of 
swear-word. 


COOPER 
& ROWE 


(CONTRACTORS) LTD 


Main Contractor for 
the Extension of the 
existing Centre of 
Bournemouth, Poole 
and District 
Spastic Society 
Our recent contracts include : 
Poole General Hospital — 
New Wing 
Poole Technical College — 
Phase 2 
Hamworthy Engineering Ltd — 
Factory and Offices 
Wm Dibben & Sons Ltd — 
Warehouse and Offices 
B.O.P.W.H.S. Ltd — 
Old People’s Flats 
Bicknell School 
Castle Lane Shopping Centre 
Sainsburys — Boscombe 


\f it is workmanship, time and 
price, then consult us at 


LION WORKS, 
WALLISDOWN ROAD 
PARKSTONE 

Telephone Bournemouth 56464 


W.H. BURCH & SON 


PAINTING CONTRACTORS & DECORATORS 
Douglas House, 14 Clarkson Street, Ipswich 


We carry out any class of decorating, from specialist 
wallcoverings to industrial painting, all to the highest 
standards. 


WE COVER THE WHOLE OF SUFFOLK, NORTH 
ESSEX AND SOUTH NORFOLK 


Telephone: 0473 52379 


| rast Ale | 


Shops 
Offices 
& Homes 


Telephone 
0742-29238 


A complete FIRST-AID service 


“fiona: G haw 


12 WEST BAR GREEN. SHEFFIELD 1. 


MOORE’S 


(WALLISDOWN) LTD 
Metal finishers to the trade 


invite enquiries for 


Paint Spraying 


Electro-Plating 


Nylon Coating 
Heat Treating 


Non-Destructive Testing | 


FULL APPROVALS 
TELEPHONE BOURNEMOUTH 512405 
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Disabled young people will |Does Nancy hold 
find adventure in Cornwall 'theworkrecord? 


: : NANCY EVERINGTON has a problem—what to do 
COR NWALL is Rien with herself now that she has retired. For Nancy, now 
eering the way in a | 63, has just left the Croydon and District Spastics 
completely new field | Society’s work centre after 17 years, and it is believed 
she is the oldest and longest serving spastic to haye 


* to help handicapped 


young people. Britain’s 
first ever Adventure 
Holiday and Field 
Studies Centre, speci- 
ally adapted and 
equipped for the dis- 
abled, is being estab- 
lished in the county. 
And the Lord-Lieuten- 
ant of Cornwall, 
Colonel Sir John Carew 
Pole, Bt, DSO, TD, JP 
—who is also President 
of the campaign to 
raise funds in Cornwall 
for the new centre — 
Jaunched the project 
when he laid the foun- 
dation stone at Lan- 
livery in September. 

The centre will open up 
new horizons for hundreds 
of handicapped children 
and young adults through- 
out the country who would 
otherwise be denied a 
whole range of activities 
which most people take for 
granted. There will be 
courses in pony’ trekking, 
sailing, Canoeing, camping, 
climbing and a whole host 
of other outdoor activities. 
The project will cost about 
£230,000. Of this £80,000 will 
be raised locally and, in co- 
operation with the Cornish 
Spastics Society, a vigorous 
fund-raising campaign has 
been launched. The remaining 
£150,000 will be raised and 
contributed by The Spastics 
Society. 

Already Cornish people have 
rallied round and given or 
promised £40,000 towards the 
cost of building the centre. A 
very generous contribution 
has been made by Mr Philip 
Varcoe, .Chairman of the 
Cornish Spastics Society and 
former County Alderman, who 
is also Chairman of the fund- 
raising campaign.~ He _ has 
given 44 acres of adjoining 
land towards the new centre, 
plus £1,000 .towards building 
costs. 


lan is back ‘on 


PICTURED above: Mr 
Derek Lancaster-Gaye, the 
Societys Director of 
Resources, with the 
Society’s senior architect, 
Mr Stephen Thorpe, Sir 
John Carew Pole and Mr 


- ee ee 


the road’ 


Peter Murrish, the Society’s 
Senior Capital campaigns 
organiser, a Cornishman 


who is directing the Corn- 
ish fund raising campaign, 
looking at a model of the 
finished centre. 


THANKS to students of 
Radcliffe College of Fur- 
ther Education, Manches- 
ter, seven-year-old Ian 
Fescough can go out and 
play with his friends again. 

Ian, who is a spastic, had 
a pedal car which was his 
only means of getting 
about. on his own, but 
when he grew out of it his 
parents had great difficulty 
in. finding a replacement. 
They took the problem to 
the local Social Services 
Department, who contac- 
ted the college. 


A team of five trainee 
fabricators and welders, 
guided - by lecturer Mr 
Dennis Jewsbury, drew up 
plans for a new car. They 
worked on the project for 
half-an-hour a week over a 
period of six months. 

Now lan can go out to 
play once more. He is pic- 
tured in his new pedal car 
while his father, Mr Brian 
Fescough, drives a more 
conventional vehicle. 


Picture by courtesy of 
Manchester Evening News 


PICTURE LEFT: 

MR PHILIP VARCOE, 
Chairman of the Cornish 
Spastics Society, looks on 
as Sir John Carew Pole 
taps the foundation stone 
into place. Sir John said: 
‘It is not enough to provide 
treatment, accommodation 


and work, unless it is to be 


held that the handicapped 
have a right, and_ should 
have an expectation, of ex- 
periencing the full and 
happy life that stems from 
the meaningful use and 
enjoyment of leisure.’ 


London WIN 4Q, 


She started work in the 
Society’s handicrafts room 
as a saleswoman when the 
centre was run from an old 
vicarage which was demol- 
ished to provide the present 
centre’s site. 

Although she is fairly 
heavily handicapped and gets 
about with the aid of a wheel- 
chair these days, she has the 


use of her hands and was 
always helping those unable to 


manage by themselves in the 
dining-room. 

On the day she retired, the 
Rev F. R. Hazel, of St 
Saviour’s, Croydon, attended 
an informal ceremony when 
Nancy -was presented with a 
clock and flowers from the 
work centre staff, and a tran- 
sistor radio from her fellow 
workers, 

Nancy lives in a residential 
centre run by Croydon 
Council. 


Fond farewell 
to Alice 


AFTER 18 years Mrs Alice 
Hoy is also retiring from 
the Croydon and District 
Spastics Society’s work 
centre. Although she had 
no formal training as an 
occupational therapist, she 
built up the handicraft 


Spastics Cards Ltd. 


GREETINGS CARDS PUBLISHING COMPANY OF THE 
SPASTICS SOCIETY 
Please support your 
local Spastics Society 
Group by buying your 
Christmas Cards and 
Sundries from them 


373% of the sales value of 
the cards is donated to the 
Group for local use 


Spastics Cards Ltd. profits are donated — 
to The Spastics Society 


A full colour brochure is available from your 
local Group or write to: | 


‘Spastics Cards Ltd. 
RIDGEWAY, IVER, BUCKS. Phone IVER 1930 


Printed by F. J. Parsons Ltd, Hastin 


g8, and published by The Spastics Society, 12 Park 


worked in a centre anywhere in the country. 


room at the centre to such a 
standard that demand for 
the cane work produced 
there outstrips supply. 

She opened the handicraft 


| room in the old building at 


Bramley Hill when a nursery 
was started, and when the 
centre was rebuilt in 1965 
many of the trainees chose to 
continue with handicrafts 
rather than do assembly work. 
Her spastic son, Michael, who 
is heavily handicapped, now 
works at the centre. 

Mr and Mrs Hoy also have 
a daughter, Maureen, Mrs 
Hoy’s hobbies include garden- 
ing and ballroom dancing. 


——) 
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New survey on 
campus life 


THE. National Innovations 
Centre has recently published 


a survey of disabled students 
in higher education. This is 
based on a questionnaire sent 
out to most of the universities 
and polytechnics in Britain, 
and covers such aspects as 
academic status, libraries, 
examinations, campus lay-out, 
accommodation and job pros-_ 
pects. The booklet, costing 
£1.50p, is available from 
Research Publications Ltd, 
Victoria Hall, East Green-— 
wich, London SEi0. 


